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Issue 1, May2003

Welcome

to the new electronic bulletin from Action on Access and the National Disability Team (NDT).  We hope this will be a useful way of keeping projects, partnerships and all those involved in widening participation in HE in touch with news and events.  The bulletin will come out monthly.  If you have any information you would like included, please send it to Chris Kelly at c.kelly@actiononaccess.org

News from the partnerships & projects

Details of projects funded under the current HEFCE/DELNI ‘Improving provision for disabled students’ programme can be found on the NDT website – www.natdisteam.ac.uk
Policy news

HEFCE has the opportunity to apply for up to £13.5 million under ESF Objective 3, Measure 3, Priority 1 – Lifelong learning. The Council believes that this fits well with summer schools, which were the most popular activity proposed in the consultation responses. The Council is therefore inviting applications from Aimhigher: P4P partnerships to use ESF funding to match HEFCE funding for regional summer schools activities. 

At this stage, HEFCE is not inviting proposals to carry out any other kind of widening participation activity using ESF funding. However, The Council is providing additional funds to Aimhigher: P4P to undertake national activity (see HEFCE 2003/14). It will keep under review whether this could match ESF funds, as it may have the opportunity to apply for further ESF funds under Objective 3, Priority 2, Measure 2.  Applications from partnerships, using the form at Annex B, should be sent to Matthew King at HEFCE, by Monday 30 June 2003.
Education and Skills Secretary Charles Clarke has published plans for a new Office for Fair Access (OFFA) which will lead the way in widening participation in higher education. With an eight per cent social class gap in applications to the top universities and only a one per cent social class gap in admissions to the same institutions, the focus of OFFA will be on raising aspirations of and increasing applications from non-traditional students. Full details on the DfES website –www.dfes.gov.uk/pns/newslist.cgi

Recent LSC documents to be aware of are:

· LSC Workforce Development Strategy – Policy Framework to 2005. (Nov 2002) but with implementation plans being added over time

· Developing a National Skills Strategy: Progress Report (March 2003). This consultation will be followed by the publication of a National Skills Strategy and delivery plan in June. The consultation makes links to all recent policy documents including ‘Success for All’ and the HE white paper. Foundation degrees, closer contact between HE and employers, and clearer vocational learning pathways will be priorities.

· Successful Participation for All: Widening Adult Participation Strategy. A consultation (April 2003).

There is an opportunity for people to bid for European Structural Fund (ESF) funds to support research into a variety of issues associated with equal opportunities in the labour market. This includes research and information days are being held in June 2003 for people who want to find out more. Further details on www.heesf.ac.uk

Team news/action 

NDT staff appointments 

The NDT is delighted to announce that Mike Wray has joined the team as National Co-ordinator.

Claire Mulvey has also recently joined the team as Administrative Assistant.  She is based in the Manchester satellite office. 

Pen pictures and contact details for the NDT staff team can be found on the website.

NDT and AoA websites –

The NDT are in the process of re-developing their website; it is expected to be completed by the end of the summer. Updates will continue to be posted on the current website.  Action on Access and the NDT will also be developing joint web pages to complement existing websites: www.natdisteam.ac.uk and www.actiononaccess.org.
Launch of the NDT helpdesk.

The NDT has established an on-line helpdesk (ndt-helpdesk@apu.ac.uk).  The aim of this service is to provide advice and guidance to institutions with regard to disability issues.  Questions raised and responses given will create a repository of information to support the sector towards ensuring compliance with current legislation (DDA part IV). The NDT will provide a rolling list of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) which will be anonymised and posted on the NDT website. 

Action on Access

The Action on Access team is now complete.  Details can be found on our website, at www.actiononaccess.org.  The last page of this bulletin sets out all the Partnerships for Progression regions, with the relevant co-ordinator, Action on Access regional advisor, and NDT co-ordinator for each.
Events

For further information please contact the relevant e-mail addresses below

14 May, Meeting the 50% Target, Wednesday 14 May 2003, Lyngford House, Taunton, contact: Bhagesh Sachania, B.M.Sachania@bris.ac.uk
29 May, Learning from Innovations, Britannia Street Conference Centre, London, contact Nick Allen, n.allen@open.ac.uk

10 June, Project Management and Governance Seminar, Britannia Street Conference Centre, London. An Action on Access seminar for partnerships and projects

24 June, LTSN Engineering Subject Centre, 2003 – Loughborough University ‘Working with students with disabilities’. The NDT are providing a presentation at this event. For more information contact www.ltsneng.ac.uk 

1-2 July, National Association for Disability Officers (NADO) conference – "Roles, Responsibilities, Competencies, Terms & Conditions" University of Lincoln for further information contact www.nado.ac.uk

2-4 July AMOSSHE conference 'Strategic Alliances: Progression through Partnership'. Chester Moat House contact Jo Wilson, amosshe@wkac.ac.uk 

14 July, Project Monitoring and Evaluation Seminar, Britannia Street Conference Centre, London. An Action on Access seminar for partnerships and projects

Publications

Responding to Learners' Voices: Resources for Widening Participation and Enabling Transitions in FE and HE Paul Baker, Hilary Comfort, National Institute of Adult Continuing Education NIACE ISBN: 186201177X
Inspiring and Achieving: A Practical Guide to Widening Participation Activities with Young People, Their Families and Supporters ISBN: 0954420403

Opportunities for All: Widening Participation Through the Adult and Community Learning Fund in Hull Iain Springate Volcom; ISBN: 095431350X

Aspiration Raising is Enough: The New Myth of Widening Participation? Institutional Barriers to the Wider Participation of Non-traditional Students in Higher Education, Derek Jones Partnerships and Widening Participation 2003 ISBN: 0954459709

Foundation Degrees and Widening Participation (The Future of Education from 14+) Simon Roodhouse (Editor), Kogan Page ISBN: 0749436409

Learning How to Learn: Getting into and Surviving College When You Have a Learning Disability Joyanne Cobb Child Welfare League of Amer, ISBN: 0878688781

Controversial Issues in a Disabling Society (Disability, Human Rights and Society) John Swain, et al, Open University Press ISBN: 0335209041

Losing Out? Socioeconomic disadvantage and experience in further and higher education. Alasdair Forsyth and Andy Furlong, The Policy Press, Bristol www.policypress.org.uk ISBN 1 86134 508 9 (May 2003)
Requests for information

David Thompson of Aston University as part of his PhD research requests copies of WP final Project Reports. (d.w.Thompson@aston.ac.uk) 

Heather Spears is looking for published works on student absenteeism from teaching sessions (h.j.sears@LEEDS.AC.UK)

Paul Powrie is looking for research and/or questionnaires that have been used with Access students who have progressed onto undergraduate study; with the aim of assessing how well the Access provision prepared them for the undergraduate programme and any gaps identified in the access programmes. (ppowrie@srv1.cce.ed.ac.uk)
BULLETIN – if you have received this indirectly and would like to be added to our mailing list, please email c.kelly@actiononaccess.org with the subject line “Bulletin mailing”

INCLUSION – Action on Access and the National Disability Team will be producing a twice-yearly newsletter – Inclusion.  If you were on the mailing list for update on INCLUSION or the NDT Newsletter then you will automatically receive the new joint publication. To be added to the mailing list please email c.kelly@actiononaccess.org with the subject line “Inclusion mailing”

Contacts

	Region
	AoA Advisor
	NDT Co-ordinator
	P4P Co-ordinator

	Eastern
	Beverly Sand

b.sand@actiononaccess.org

01332 591300
	Yvonne Dickinson

y.dickinson@apu.ac.uk

01245 607508
	Chris Green 

c.green@apu.ac.uk 

01245 493131 Ext.4925

	East Midlands
	Bill Jones

b.jones@actiononaccess.org

0116 285 9686
	Mike Wray

m.wray@apu.ac.uk

0161 955 6933
	Beverly Sand 

B.Sand@derby.ac.uk 

01332 591073

	London
	Mary Stuart

m.stuart@actiononaccess.org

01273 678212
	Yvonne Dickinson

y.dickinson@apu.ac.uk

01245 607508
	John Hall LHEC 

john@londonp4p.ac.uk

020 7665 1510

	North East
	Karen Moore

k.moore@actiononaccess.org

0161 247 3588
	Carol Wilson

carol.wilson@apu.ac.uk

0161 955 6933
	Shona Paul 

s.paul@unis4ne.ac.uk 

0191 516 4405

	North West
	Geoff Layer

g.layer@actiononaccess.org

01274 233221
	Tina Elliott

t.elliott@apu.ac.uk

0161 955 6933
	Rhiannon Evans 

evansr@edgehill.ac.uk 

01695 584 268

	South East
	Beth Scott

b.scott@actiononaccess.org

01822 853033
	Mike Wray

m.wray@apu.ac.uk

0161 955 6933
	Lawrie Taylor 

Taylorlawrie@aol.com

0118 942 1273

	South West
	John Storan

j.storan@actiononaccess.org

0208 233 2643
	Mike Wray

m.wray@apu.ac.uk

0161 955 6933
	Rob Cuthbert 

rob.cuthbert@uwe.ac.uk 

0117 344 2240

	West Midlands
	Pat Rayfield

p.rayfield@actiononaccess.org

0117 928 8245
	Carol Wilson

carol.wilson@apu.ac.uk

0161 955 6933
	Vivien Wylie

v.wylie@wlv.ac.uk 

01902 322585

	Yorkshire & Humber
	Rhiannon Evans

r.evans@actiononaccess.org

01695 584268
	Tina Elliott

t.elliott@apu.ac.uk

0161 955 6933
	Michael Noble 

m.j.noble@yhua.ac.uk 

0113 233 1582


